CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Finance & Town Hall Committee held on 17 January 2024 at 10.30am at the Town Hall, Chapel-en-le-Frith

Present:	Cllrs M Chantler, J Perkins and S Young (and C Williams from 
	minute no.4)
In Attendance:	P Leppard – Locum Clerk, and 1 member of the public
Apologies: 	Nil

24/1 Chair of this Committee Following the resignation of Cllr Norton, it was resolved that Cllr Young be Chair of this Committee for the remainder of the council year. As this decision then created a vacancy for Vice-chair, it was resolved that Cllr Perkins be Vice-chair of this Committee for the remainder of the council year. 

24/2 Declarations of Interests Nil

24/3 Public speaking The member of the public spoke about a Court hearing on 16 January in which the Parish Council had been one of the litigants, and gave his views on how council rules about confidentiality should be applied to this case.

24/4 Minutes of previous meeting It was resolved that the minutes of (a) this Committee’s meeting of 23 November and (b) the Budget Working Group of 7 December be approved as a true and accurate record.

24/5 Water usage billing, 47/49 Market St It was resolved to defer this item to a subsequent meeting.

24/6 Exclusion of press & public It was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the following item, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, s1.

24/7 Financial implications of Court hearing There was a discussion about how the outcomes from the Court costs hearing on 16 January might best be tactically addressed, given the potential consequences for the Council’s 2024/25 budget. It was resolved to seek an additional full Council meeting on 23 January to agree next steps re the Court case. 

(The meeting was then reopened to press & public.)

24/8 2024/25 budget The Clerk had circulated the latest draft of the 2024/25 budget. Councillors commented on that draft and, following the agreeing of changes to it, it was then unanimously resolved to recommend to February’s full Council meeting the adoption of the budget (and consequent precept). 
It was further resolved to procure a formal valuation of 47/49 High St from Davies chartered surveyors of Buxton.    

The meeting closed at 11.40am.	



_____________________________
CHAIR
